ARIEL

In the world of the Ottoman
Sultans, a poor Jewish boy
from Jerusalem makes an
unimaginable desert journey
to Cairo, outsmarting a
rapactous caravan leader, to

save his mother and siblings
from disaster:

He has nine days

Contact
C. A. MacFinn

email: camacfinn@cgmuse.com
phone: +1 (845) 200-5715
website: arielthemovie.com




“...fantastic animation, this film is a true masterpiece!

..I credit the director, C.A. MacFinn for his success in bandling the
execution of this fulm so well. The timing of the actions, well-designed
characters, and culturally artistic backdrops add to the film's visual effects
and bring the story to life”*

THE FILM

Genre: Animation Writer Director:
C. A. MacFinn
Running Time: 22 min Producers:
"‘ - B . Clare Kohavi,
N 4 Languages: English C A MacEinn
Format: 2K & 4K Starring:

. Daniel Sean Smith,
Production Company:  (lare Kohavi,

CGMuse Conor MacFinn,
Mike Duckworth

Original Score:
Josh Kaye
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ARIEL

A family adventure from a Middle Eastern_Jewish folktale

When ART’s father, a respected rug merchant, dies unexpectedly, his mother, YASMINA, struggles to protect their trade routes and family. Just
as their hopes fail, a messenger arrives with astounding news. A wealthy relative in Egypt has left them a fortune if someone can swiftly claim it
in faraway Cairo!

Ari, the oldest, decides he will undertake the perilous and urgent journey. On the advice of their friend ISMAIL, he hires MUSTAFA, a caravan
driver notorious for speed and ruthlessness. Boldly, Ari approaches him and offers to pay him double — if he will stop the caravan for Ari’s
Sabbath observance and still get him to Cairo in time.

But at the oasis, Mustafa finds the tracks of a monstrous beast, breaks his promise, and abandons Ari in the desolate waste on the eve of the

Sabbath. Despairing, Ari lights the Shabbat candles and hears - a huge ROAR. Framed in unearthly fog and light, an immense lion emerges!
Horrified, Ari prepares to be attacked. But the lion tumbles to the ground, starving and thirsty.

Ari pities the lion. Summoning his courage, he shares his meager food and water with the lion throughout the Sabbath. As sunset comes, he
helps the lion to his feet and down to the oasis to drink his fill.

To his astonishment, the lion drinks, looks Ari in the eye, and kneels like a camel for a rider. Ari mounts and they leap into the sky! Hunting
down the caravan, the lion knocks Mustata down and menaces him until he promises to bring Ari to Cairo speedily. At that, the lion bows and
miraculously vanishes back into the vast desert.

As Yasmina and her children sit despondently on the steps of their home in Jerusalem, a merchant in fine clothes rides down their street.
Looking up they see — Ari! That Shabbat the family celebrates richly, and Yasmina adds to Ari’s name to commemorate his adventure. They
reunite with wise Ismail, reclaim their trade routes, and launch the family endeavors into a brilliant, courageous future.
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Raised in a theater family of performers and musicians, Clare’s first passion was
for ballet. She became a professional ballet dancer and went on to also perform
roles in straight and musical theater and later to direct, coach and teach both
dancers and actors. Her soup-to-nuts production involvement at CGMuse in

five 3D animated shorts, two PSAs and two story-telling mobile apps has

contributed to awards, nominations and screenings in 40+ plus international
festivals; and two selections for SIGGRAPH’s showcase for innovative mobile
media. She is particularly proud of the honor of a special invitation to screen
her films at Mni Wichoni Nakicizin Owayawa (Defenders of the Sacred Water
School) at The Water Protector's Camp in Standing Rock, North Dakota.
Through many of her projects, Clare seeks to share the richness of communities

of which she is a part and tell traditional tales in innovative ways.

Clare was delighted to return to acting, voicing Yasmina, in a story that
highlights the beauty of how strong family bonds can engender integrity,
imagination and hope. Ariel, reveals the resilience and daring of a quick-witted
young widow and her savvy “tween” son as they battle to rescue their family’s

fortunes in the tumultuous 19th Century empire of the Ottoman Turks.

~

- lavn I lxners
\/J&JLC Kohavi

writer, creative producer &
Yasmina

[ s (2



™ .

AP

N
N o NS

N G <

Ve

W vJ (J WS

——

-
Pt N
wl %

- =

-

|

) D <
-’

vJ) O

./ y p— ./ \ / //‘
\\ N — -’ J o’ \_/ S v )

/\ )

P \/J\/\/\/\

/\//\/— 7\
\_//\ o Ul N

\/m//— N

g

gl N

TR NV A T I PO O I § AR S S a—ms s

o



™ e
_/\/ﬁ//\//\ /\,.__//_

p W /\J\\/vzxzk ./\VvJ\/\J\\«

Ji._:w - N ,

B

T T T T U s T i W R B B s G e — —

—



U\.JJ\/\

W/ -

~ala I s
/_\\ J\\;\ \/€
o

\
PN YY)
Va

|
v vlklk/\vvJ\JL)kJ\

P —

LT T T U L N W LR A B SO N A S S S e e

i
ks
3
' N



\ .
' A}
’
Jampo=sst
e " N\ 4
. .

3
" .('n' I . \('
: I\.'.‘. ‘. f ,..'\:‘.,l'l

. — —
- ~

S R B R o S B A S D S o N S S e R S 53 A,
o > ‘/ T __T— i ~ o — !
Donald Hebel ;D Artist
: Donald hails from Queens, NY. He creates 3D art and animations for CGMuse and Goodnight Games
; and teaches animation classes. Donald loves dogs, hanging out with friends, playing video games, and
~ 2 watching Dragon Ball Z and Godzilla movies.
jl ‘\\ /\/WK-\OA/LK‘\ P-’ —"‘m]tm o o o
V1dICCLIO NUVOLO Lookdev & Lighting Artist
To Marcello the most satistying project is one where he’s part of a team! He loves that everyone has a
specific role, and that when you put together the efforts of people that work in harmony, the result is
amazing!
Marcello trained in all aspects of CG work at the Academy of Fine Arts in Catania, and the Rome University
z of Fine Arts (Animation and VFX). Pursuing lookdev and lighting lets him make his impact on productions
by using colors and lights to convey emotion and mood.
Marcello takes inspiration from live action and animated films and some video games, all visual fields that
require the talents of a team working in harmony. To light the shots of Ariel he’s taken references and
3 inspirations from TV and movie lighting and 19th Century artwork that was researched for Ariel’s period
= details.
| C— - - h
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MattheW M()I’ige AU Character Animator

Throughout making Arze/, Matthew was still new-ish to the animation industry and, especially as a

1.-\,
1

father of two and stepdad of three more, getting to be part of stories like Arze/ inspired him in his
work. Motion pictures, interactive entertainment and the technologies that brought us from fire,
drums and stories painted on cave walls to the immersive VR experiences of today all spark his

imagination. Being a part of Arze/ connected him to mythology he didn’t get to experience growing

up. He sends a big thanks to Conor and the team for letting him craft moments of meaningful

Rabbl Ely _A_llen Cultural Advisor

movement for this story:

Rabbi Allen has roots deep in the Middle Eastern/North African Jewish Community. Both of his parents are from
Cairo, Egypt, a Jewish community which dates back a thousand years before the Common Era, and his family also
traces to Iraq, Syria and Tunisia. Rav Allen’s parents were forced to flee Egypt in the 1960’s, escaping government
antisemitism, arrest of Jews and seizure of Jewish assets. They met in the United States. Rav Ely grew up steeped in
Sephardi / Mizrachi culture, with a father who spoke many different Arabic dialects, while also learning the dominant
European Jewish culture of his American surroundings. After earning a BA in Psychology at Fairleigh Dickinson
University, he received Smicha (Rabbinic ordination) from Yeshiva University:.

Rav Ely was Director of Northern Jersey Hillels and a faculty member at Yeshiva University focusing on Sephardic
studies. He is the Founder of the Jewish Outreach Network, which has hosted thousands of people, and served as the
Rabbi of Sharei Orah, the Sephardic Congregation of Teaneck, NJ. Rav Allen currently lives with his wife and family
and teaches at three different institutions where his work includes educating people about Sephardic culture and
tradition.
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Ariel is about never losing hope.”™ ‘creative, full of adventure, and extremely enjoyable...
"This is a great family fulm’™
trailer

website: arielthemovie.com

email: info@arielthemovie.com

facebook: facebook.com/arielthemovie

instagram: @arielthefilm

twitter: @movieariel

*Kids First Review

** Audience Member


http://arielthemovie.com
mailto:info@arielthemovie.com
https://vimeo.com/934540443

